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1. APPLYING THE TOOL 

A) PREPARATION BY THE LET'S CARE MEMBER 

It is important that, prior to the implementation of Photovoice, we approach the reality of 

the adolescents who are going to participate. The particular circumstances of each 

country and, within each country, of each social group make it impossible to foresee the 

exact relevance of all the contents of this guide. This implies knowing in advance the 

specific circumstances of the groups we are going to serve, in order to adapt, if 

necessary, the initial contact, the phases and their duration, the explanation of the activity 

and the specific development of the interview.  

In this sense, it is important to understand that this activity is not as linear in its 

application as the methodologies implemented in LET'S CARE previously. Here we do 

not have an ordered battery of questions, which we launch and compile in the transcript. 

In this activity our dynamization in the interview situation plays a fundamental role.  

Therefore, the guide functions as a general outline, but the application, in this case, is 

specific and must be carefully attended to by each LET'S CARE member.   

The important thing is that our dynamization suggests reflections, but does not impose 

questions or a specific order.  However, the template will require us to organize the 

information collected. For this purpose, there will be specific sections for the answers in 

relation to each photograph, as well as sections for collecting blocks of categories 

or specific meanings. 

The visual narrative provided in each image records and conveys emotions, feelings, 

interests, and so on. We must be very attentive, as interviewers, to emotion, verbal and 

nonverbal language, gestures, postures and anything that reveals significant reactions. 

And of course, record those reactions, even if they are nonverbal. 

It is most likely that the participant's account does not follow a chronological sense in the 

explanation of the events of his or her life. No one is able to narrate his or her own story 

in an orderly fashion, since the experience is choppy, dynamic, overlapping, and 

generating an orderly discourse requires a certain cognitive effort. But the lack of order 

is not negative, it gives us important information. Therefore, if we need clarification about 

when something happened, we can ask, but not interrupt the participant's story. 

The same logic should be followed for the reflection on each of the photographs. We will 

allow the participant to choose the most important ones, to rank them, to decide 

which ones are supplementary, to ignore others.  

Ideally, we can constantly work on several planes: the present, the past and the future, 

understanding these as the moment when they were expelled from the educational 

environment, the present when they are "re-engaged" in it, and the future, as that 

container of aspirations and desires. However, we should not force the conversation into 

a constant comparison, leaving the participant to tell his or her own story.  
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B) INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE REALIZATION OF THE ACTIVITY (FOR 

NEETS) 

First, an initial training session is organized for the teens, explaining what LET'S CARE 

is about, what Photovoice is about, how to take pictures, basic ethical rules and privacy 

rules. This session can be done together with both teens. It is good to find a video in their 

native language that explains the Photovoice technique. 

In this session we must make sure that the adolescents understand the purpose of the 

activity and the phases it is composed of. Also how their participation will contribute to 

the project. We will need to be very clear about the answers to these questions: 

What is Photovoice, why do we use it in LET'S CARE, why is your participation important, 

how will we work? After the selection, what will the interview consist of? What will we tell 

about each photograph? What will we do with those photographs afterwards? 

Although the process implies the autonomy of the young people, it should be monitored 

by the researcher. It is convenient to ask, during the period of time in which they are 

allowed to take the photographs, if they are doing it and if it is causing them any difficulty.  

 

The following photographs are requested: 

 

1. A space where you feel safe and at ease.  

 

2. A space where you feel uncomfortable or unsafe (or something you are afraid of). 

 

3. Something that makes you sad. 

 

4. Your usual study space. 

 

5. The place where you spend the most time. 

 

6. Your favorite place, or something that brings you joy. 

 

7. A place where you would like to spend more time than you currently do. 

 

8. A photo that makes you proud. 
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9. A photo of a place that brings back good memories.  

 

10. A photo that you would show to another teenager who was in the situation you 

were in when you dropped out of school. 

 

 

What we request from each photograph : 

Each participant individually writes a title and a caption with a brief narrative about the 

scenes he/she has photographed, based on the following indications 

 

Photo caption: what appears in the photo? 

 

Comment: Why did I take this photo? What does it mean to me? 

 

 

Exceptions: 

Blank photo: The young person should have the opportunity to avoid taking one of the 

photographs, for whatever reasons they consider. Ideally, instead of the photo, they 

should send us a "Blank Photo Caption" with an explanation of why they did not take the 

photo. They may also have the opportunity to leave a photo request blank, provided they 

explain the reason.  

Other formats: Also, if you want and exceptionally you can submit images in any other 

format, such as a drawing, a collage or a photograph of the past. But reminding them 

that it must express what we requested in the instructions, that is, it must respond to one 

of the requirements of these 10 photographs. 

The researcher receives this material, with captions and comments, and actively 

prepares the meeting with the participant, the interview, the preparation of which is 

described below. 
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2. INTERVIEW: SCRIPT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The interview will be a kind of conversation-workshop, a guided dialogue to ask a few 

more questions, and to let you choose the ones that will go to the next step.  

The researchers' interpretations of the images may differ from those of the participants. 

This problem can be eliminated by asking more investigators to interpret the images. 

With the photos provided, the general themes that recur are identified. Links between 

personal and common experiences emerge. Then, the shared story behind each photo 

is sought, rewriting in common the narrative discourse that accompanies each image. 

Follow the instructions below: 

1) Start informally (show your personal photos). Break the ice. 

2) Put the photos on the table. 

3) Let the participant choose the first photo. 

4) If necessary, ask some opening question(s). 

5) Follow the direction of the interview by guiding the topics, but not directing. 

6) Try to formulate, as naturally as possible and following the sense of the 

conversation, questions on the mandatory topics. 

7) If you need it at the end, use one or more of the closing questions. 

 

Step 1  Presentation questions 

Step 2 Put the photos on the table, let the participant start talking. 

Step 3 Opening and general questions  

These questions are asked in combination, according to the most 

natural order of the conversation, trying not to direct, but without 

forgetting any topic. 

Step 4 Closing questions 

 

Presentation questions 

What is your name and age? 

Can you tell us your date of birth? 

Where were you born? 

 

Opening questions  
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These are prepared to be formulated first, and follow the most natural course of the 

participant's speech: 

⚫ What photography would you like to start with? 

⚫ What appears in this photograph? 

⚫ What led you to give this photograph this title? 

⚫ How does photography make you feel? 

⚫ What photograph best defines the moment you are in now in your life? What else 

can you tell us about your life now? 

⚫ How long has this been happening in your life? What was happening before? How 

did you feel? 

⚫ Can you mention any image or scene that represents your experience at school 

after returning? 

⚫ In relation to the previous one, how and why did you resume your studies? How do 

you feel in this new stage? How is the relationship with your teachers and 

classmates? 

⚫ What would you like others to better understand about the situation of teenagers 

returning to school after dropping out? 

 

General questions: 

[These topics should be taken into account during the formulation of the opening and 

general questions, and asked when an opportunity arises in the conversation. If it is not 

possible to ask them all in the natural order of the conversation, then we ask them more 

directly afterwards]. 

⚫ Childhood stage: 

- Let them talk about their friends, their family, their neighborhood and their community. 

- Have them recall their experiences at school, how their school performance was 

regarded, what their friendships were like, whether they liked going.  

- To remember about their parents, how they related to them, how their relationship with 

the school was. 

⚫ Adolescence stage:  

- Have them talk about their studies and performance, their relationships and friendships, 

if they had any jobs and how they did with it all.  

- What made him drop out of school, what happened, how he continued on his path 

afterwards, how his parents reacted. 

⚫ Current stage:  

[The opening questions should lead to these issues, but if not, it is useful to revisit them 

with the following questions]. 
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- What do you hope to do in the coming years? What wishes do you have for the near 

future? 

- Other important memories or concerns: if you have lived in a historical period (Covid 

experience, for example),  

- Other interesting topics (migration, for example) 

 

Closing questions (optional, as required): 

[These questions are only asked if the previous speech has not dealt with these topics, 

or if you want to go deeper into them]. 

⚫ Why didn't you refer to this photograph, what would you tell me about it? 

⚫ What memories do you have of the moment you left school? Do you think you would 

have taken other photographs? Which ones?  

⚫ How has your life changed since then? 

⚫ What challenges do you think you have overcome? 

⚫ What would you tell another guy or girl who has been in that situation you went 

through? 

⚫ Anything else you want to tell us? 
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3. REPORTING TEMPLATE 

Subsequent materials are delivered in two distinct blocks: 

A) Photographic material, titles and captions. 

B)  Delivery of transcript ordered by subject and initial analysis. 

The first one, in a folder, is the one corresponding to the delivery of the 

participants' numbered photographic material, with their titles and captions. 

The second is a more classic template, in which the contributions that arise in the 

interview-workshop with the participant are collected. 

 

A) Delivery of photographic material, titles and captions. 

The photographs will be delivered numbered, in a single shipment and without 

captions or titles. 

Titles and captions should be entered in this table. This table should be submitted 

in landscape format. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

TITLE 

 

PHOTO CAPTION 

1. A space where you feel 

safe and at ease.  

  

2. A space where you feel 

uncomfortable or unsafe (or 

something you are afraid of). 

  

3. Something that makes 

you sad. 

  

4. Your usual study space.   

5. The place where you 

spend the most time. 

  

6. Your favorite place, or 

something that brings you 

joy. 

  

7. A place where you would 

like to spend more time than 

you currently do. 

  

8. A photo that makes you 

proud. 

  

9. A photo of a place that 

brings back good memories.  
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10. A photo that you would 

show to another teenager 

who was in the situation you 

were in when you dropped 

out of school. 

  

 

 

B) Delivery of transcript ordered by subject matter and initial analysis. 

 

Identification code for Interview Country/In/In/No. (i.e. '1' or '2'): 

EN/PH/1  

 

1. Basic participant information and general commentary  

Name: 

Age: 

Gender of participant: 

Place of birth: 
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2. The past 

1. Reasons why and how he resumed his studies, emotions in relation to that stage.  

 

2. Comments on their school experience at the time, school performance. Whether or 

not they liked going to school. 

 

3. Comments on his relationship with teachers at the time. 

4. Comments on your relationship with fellow students at the school at the time. 

5. Comments on their relationship with the family at the time.  Also relationships that the 
family had with the school. 

6. Comments about their neighborhood and relationship with the community at the time. 

7. Comments on their relationships and friendships in adolescence. 

 

8. Comments on their work (if any). 

9. Reasons why they dropped out of school, account of what happened and how they 

continued on their way. Reactions of their parents at the time.  

 

10. Other comments about important concerns or emotions in the past. Important 

moments in your past. Other events (migration, etc)  

 

 
Provide here at least 1-2 exemplary direct quotations used by the interviewees (please 

report them in national language and English). 
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3. The present 

11. Perceptions and emotions in relation to the current stage. 

12. Comments on the photograph(s) that best define your present moment. More 

comments about your current life. 

13.  

14. Comments on your relationship with teachers. 

15. Comments on your relationship with fellow students at the study center. 

16. Comments on their relationship with the family. Also relationships that the family has 

with the school. 

17. Comments about their neighborhood and relationship with the community. 

18. Challenges that the participant considers that he/she has overcome. 

19. Other comments about important concerns or emotions. Important moments in your 

life. Other events (migration, etc)  
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4. The future and personal projection 

20. Projection of your life in the coming years. 

21. Wishes for your life in the near future.  

22. What would you say to a person who wants to understand the situation of 

teenagers returning to school after dropping out. 

Provide here at least 1-2 exemplary direct quotations used by the interviewees 

(please report them in national language and English). 

 

 

 

5. Facilitator's observations and general assessments of the activity 

Briefly highlight what you consider the major key points brought up in the activity and 
the 3-4 recurring themes, if any.  
 
 
 

Comments on the first phase (taking of photographs) if any: 
 
 

Other comments: taking into account atmosphere, level of trust and openness, 
interruptions, etc. 
 
 

 

Provide here at least 1-2 exemplary direct quotations used by the interviewees (please 

report them in national language and English). 
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4. INDICATIONS AND LEGAL ISSUES: CONSENT FORMS 

 To be added, in the process of working with Timelex before November 1. 

 

 

 


